MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL

COMMUNITY ACTIVITY REPORT

OCEAN CIiTY COUNCIL #9053

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

SELECTED PROJECT REPORT
2022 -2023

15 MARCH 2023




State Council Program Awards

Entry Form

THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A separate reporting form should be completed for each program category.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): O Faith O Family Community [ Life

COUNCIL INFORMATION:

Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: 350

Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION (complete all sections):

Program Title: Friends of the Poor® Walk/Run Program Date: 09/25/2022
Participation: o + 30 = 35 35 X 1.5 = 3
Members Non Members Total Participants Total Participants Hours Total Volunteer Hours
Program Planning: o & 10 Members Recruited: 0 Donations: __$2,000
Costs Time Local Currency

Describe program in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be submitted along with the nomination.
Accompanying materials can include letters, testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes,
videocassettes, DVD’s, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program. This section must
be completed.

St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) is a worldwide organization of lay Catholics, following Christ’s call to serve the poor, the
suffering, and the deprived. SVdP responds to many community and individual needs through programs such as
disaster relief services, job training and placement, thrift stores, food pantries, housing programs, prison reentry, medical
services, and many others, always seeking longer-term pathways out of poverty and towards the full flourishing of every
person. Here in Ocean City (OC), Maryland, SVdP operates 9 months out of the year due to the influx of tourist and
college students during June, July and August. (Continued on Page 3 of 3)

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director
COPY TO: Council File

Available in electronic format at www.kofc.org (continued on reverse)
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3b) Whom does this program benefit?

The Ocean City St. Vincent de Paul (OC SVdP) society was the most obvious beneficiary, but this was
only the tip of the iceberg. OC SVdP received the donated funds and products collected from this joint
venture for its direct service to people living in poverty in our community. Through OC's SVdP, local,
needy men, women and children receive material assistance such as rent, utilities, food and clothing, as
well as, OC's SVdP offers needy persons friendship, understanding and prayer. As apparent as it
seems, OC's SVdP and the needy community were not the only beneficiaries of this joint program.

Parishioners, neighbors, friends, family and K of C personnel interacted together gaining physical
exercise and sharing free time together as a community.

3c) What problem or need did this program resolve?

This program was an excellent way to raise awareness of the issues surrounding poverty, while at the
same time, raising money to help neighbors in need. It also brought some very welcomed attention to
the great services that the Ocean City St. Vincent de Paul Society accomplishes, and it highlighted the
local Knights of Columbus working within our community.

3d) Why did the council select this program?

Our Catholic faith teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Members of the Knights of Columbus
show love for their neighbors by conducting food drives collecting non-perishable food and gift cards for
local food stores and gas stations to donate to local charity facilities. The Friends of the Poor®
Walk/Run was another way that our Council recognized that we could help the local Ocean City St.

Vincent de Paul Society, which can always use monetary support to purchase food and to offer material
assistance to the needy.

3e) Describe the success of the program:

This was a joint effort between Council #9053 and St. Luke's. In the eyes of St. Luke's, it considered the
event very successful, a Level 5 out of 5, due to dollars and products collected. From our Council's point
of view, the actual participation of our members left much to be desired—a low success, Level 2 out of 5
-- probably for the short notice to our Council's members. Even though we see this success as overall
Level 3 out of 5, the Ocean City St. Vincent de Paul (OC SVdP) Society was very grateful to receive the
$2,000 and products collected at this event. Our efforts help the OC SVdP to continue the mission of

Jesus Christ to help people living in poverty -- to serve the poor, the suffering, and the deprived. This
was our ultimate goal of the program.

Attest: Signed: Thomas C. Herwig (signed electronically) 1/31/23
State Deputy Grand Knight Date
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State Council Program Awards

Entry Form

o

CATEGORY: Community

COUNCIL INFORMATION:
Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: _ 350
Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Program Title: Friends of the Poor® Walk/Run

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program — Continued

As the summer season faded and September was about to begin, this meant that OC’s SVdP would begin
another season serving our local, needy people/families. It was perfect timing since St. Luke’s Religious
Education Director, Kim Zarif, who was aware of the annual Friends of the Poor® Walk/Run, contacted
Council #9053 to see if we would like to help support this annual event. Through Council #9053 continual
interaction with OC SVdP via our local food drives and physically working at this facility, we know that OC’s
SVdP is always in need of monetary support/donations. Hence, Council #9053 agreed to work on this joint
program with the goals of raising funds, as well as, awareness for supporting our neighbors in need—in
particular through the OC SVdP. In addition to the two primary goals previously mentioned, Council #9053
saw this effort as a good program to: bring awareness to the local Knights of Columbus Council interacting
with the local community; bring families and friends together for some healthy exercise; and enhance the
visibility and reputation of the OC SVdP and its special works projects.

STSP 2/21 Page 3 of 3



Friends of the Poor® Walk/Run
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MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL

FAITH ACTIVITY REPORT

OCEAN CIiTY COUNCIL #9053

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

SELECTED PROJECT REPORT
2022 -2023

15 MARCH 2023




State Council Program Awards

Entry Form

THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A separate reporting form should be completed for each program category.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): Faith O Family O Community [ Life

COUNCIL INFORMATION:

Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: 350

Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION (complete all sections):

Program Title: Living Rosary for Peace Program Date: 03/06/2022
Participation: 42 + 30 = 72 72 X 2 = 144
Members Non Members Total Participants Total Participants Hours Total Volunteer Hours
Program Planning: 10 & 10 Members Recruited: 0 Donations: 0
Costs Time Local Currency

Describe program in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be submitted along with the nomination.
Accompanying materials can include letters, testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes,
videocassettes, DVD’s, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program. This section must
be completed.

The Lord God Almighty invites us to pray to Him, and Jesus tells us about the power of prayer -- one of the
most important spiritual exercises for a believer. In these crazy times, we see the devil working hard
against people trying to live their lives in peace and harmony. So, as a Catholic group, we choose to pray
in communion for our brothers and sisters with the goal of asking God, through the intercession of Our
Lady of the Rosary, for peace in war-torn countries -- especially Ukraine. (Continued on Page 3 of 3)

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director
COPY TO: Council File

Available in electronic format at www.kofc.org (continued on reverse)

Page 10of 3



3b) Whom does this program benefit?

Through this Living Rosary/prayers, we are asking God to intervene and help the Ukrainians to beat the
devil at his own game. These people are warm, hospitable people and are very receptive to the Gospel.
We see from news reports that the pain of the local people is enormous; however, they do not show fear
or despair. They are well aware that their military strength can’t match that of Russia, but with our

prayers and God’s help, we see the Ukrainians not surrendering without a fight and, in fact, regaining
some of their land.

3c) What problem or need did this program resolve?

The idea that power is inherent in prayer is a very popular one. Jesus has told us about the power of
prayer when he said: “Truly, | say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am | among them.” (Matthew 18:18-20). Hence as a group, we gathered to
pray/petition God to help war-torn countries and have peace prevail once again.

3d) Why did the council select this program?

All of us, at one time or another, have seen what the power of prayer can accomplish. We believe that
prayers could stop the devil actively trying to cause chaos and take over a peaceful country. This devil
wants to make the Ukrainians become second-class citizens again like they were during the Soviet era,

so we selected this visual Living Rosary as a way to ask God to help this country -- intercede for the
people of Ukraine.

3e) Describe the success of the program:

In our Living Rosary, 60 persons stood in designated spots holding a rose, which represented a bead of
the Rosary, while others in the Church sat in the pews. Each of the 60 persons with roses lead the
group in prayer when it was their turn. As the person lead his/her prayer, another person gathered the
roses representing that decade of the Rosary and placed the roses in a vase in front of Blessed Mother
Mary’s statue. What could have been complete chaos turned out to be a powerful testament to the
Rosary coming alive for all the participants in Church. It brought people together interceding for the
war-torn countries, especially Ukraine, and kept them captivated for more than 40 minutes. For Ukraine,
we are more united than ever; we keep praying for them that God will help them. After completing the
Rosary, participants filled out Spiritual bouquet cards that we sent to (Continued on Page 3 of 3)

Attest: Signed: Thomas C. Herwig (signed electronically) 1/31/22
State Deputy Grand Knight Date
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State Council Program Awards

Entry Form

CATEGORY: Faith

COUNCIL INFORMATION:
Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: _ 350
Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Program Title: Living Rosary for Peace

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program — Continued

The power of prayer is, quite simply, the power of God, who hears and answers our prayer. By
this Living Rosary, we brought this beautiful prayer to life by involving everyone — body and soul.
Together, our prayers move the heart and hand of God, and hopefully, this movement will bring
peace back to Ukraine thus defeating the devil.

3e) Describe the success of program — Continued:

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Parish in Wilmington. As Catholics, we possess the hope of the victory of
good over evil -- we believe that good will prevail with God's help. We also pray for those who
want to harm people/countries and that the Lord will avert their evil intentions and guide them to
the path of peace.

STSP 2/21 Page 3 of 3



Collage Living Rosary
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MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL

FAMILY ACTIVITY REPORT

OCEAN CIiTY COUNCIL #9053

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

SELECTED PROJECT REPORT
2022 -2023

15 MARCH 2023




State Council Program Awards

Entry Form

THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A separate reporting form should be completed for each program category.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): O Faith Family [0 Community [ Life

COUNCIL INFORMATION:
Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: 350
Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION (complete all sections): 04/ 02 & 03 /2022

Program Title: Food for Families Program Date: 11/ 12 &13 /2022
Participation: ___ 24+ 11 - 35 35 2 _ 70
Members Non Members Total Participants Total Participants Hours Total Volunteer Hours

$925 + 95 Boxes ($2,874)

Program Planning: 25 & 33 Members Recruited: 0 Donati 6r31050: + 74 Boxes (52,239)

Costs Time Local Currency

Describe program in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be submitted along with the nomination.
Accompanying materials can include letters, testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes,
videocassettes, DVD’s, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program. This section must
be completed.

A key principle of the Knights of Columbus is Charity, and a food drive is a form of Charity—it is
generosity with a capital ‘G’. With 1 in 7 people in the United States counting on food pantries for some
of their nutrition, food drives can play a critical role in keeping shelves stocked for those in need, as well
as, helping shelters feed the homeless and less fortunate members of our community. (Continued on
Page 3 of 3)

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director
COPY TO: Council File

Available in electronic format at www.kofc.org (continued on reverse)

Page 10f3



.|
3b) Whom does this program benefit?

The initial benefactors of Council #9053’s food drive efforts are: The Joseph House (Salisbury), Diakonia
(West Ocean City) and St. Vincent de Paul (Ocean City). Through these organizations, our donations
ultimately flow down to the local needy individuals/families, whom receive the most benefit. These
donations play an important part in improving the quality of life for those who are living in poverty, have
low-incomes and/or are in homeless circumstances. These individuals include infants, children, children
in foster care, families, men, women, veterans and the homeless on the Lower Eastern Shore.

3c) What problem or need did this program resolve?

Although Council #9053 cannot solve the entire ‘needy’ situation, we feels that our food drives and gift
card collections donated to our local food pantries and shelters allow these organizations to serve our
local needy neighbors with dignity. These organizations can better enable people to break free from
poverty by providing additional support to help them resolve the crises that they are facing. The
immediate aim is to provide help by giving food and extending a hand of friendship to our less fortunate
neighbors feeling the economic pinch; the ultimately aim is help these service organizations to offer
additional services like debt advice, mental health support and/or benefits guidance to these needy
clients. Food drives are also a great way to raise awareness about hunger and inspire the more
fortunate people to help provide alms in the future.

3d) Why did the council select this program?

The right to food is essential for a dignified life, and it is vital for the realization of many other rights such
as the rights to health and a good life. Food is important not just for survival, but also for the full
development of one's physical and mental capabilities. Fr. McGiveny believed that we should not have
an aloof attitude or be separated from people and their problems; his primary concern was for the love
and welfare of all individuals. So since the greatest of all virtues is charity or love, we see holding food
drives as an extension of Father McGivney'’s vision for his Knights to make a difference in many of lives
and to bring hope and healing to countless others.

3e) Describe the success of the program:

Hunger exists in every state and county in the United States, and the Ocean City area is no exception.
Our local food pantries and shelters rely on the donations they receive to help keep their shelves
stocked and provide other services. Through our food drives, Council #9053 has collected $1,625 in
cash and gift cards and 169 boxes of food to donate to these local facilities. What a rewarding example
of Charity -- sharing with those less fortunate to improve their quality of life.

Attest: Signed: Thomas C. Herwig (signed electronically) 1/31/23
State Deputy Grand Knight Date
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State Council Program Awards

Entry Form
CATEGORY: Family
COUNCIL INFORMATION:
Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: _ 350
Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Program Title: Food for Families

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program — Continued

Through close contact with the Ocean City St. Vincent de Paul (OC SVdP) Society, Council #9053
knows that OC SVdP prefers food store and gas station gift cards, as well as, monetary donations.
The food cards enable OC SVdP to make bulk food purchases taking advantage of more food for
less money, and the gas station gift cards enable clients to purchase fuel for medical and work
traveling expenses. Hence, Council #9053 encourages contributors to donate not only non-

perishable food items but also to donate food store gift cards, gas station gift cards and monetary
donations.

STSP 2/21 Page 3 of 3




Presentation of Gifts Cards and Check
Ocean City St. Vincent de Paul
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Thank You Note from Diakonia
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MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL

LIFE ACTIVITY REPORT

OCEAN CIiTY COUNCIL #9053

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND

SELECTED PROJECT REPORT
2022 -2023

15 MARCH 2023




State Council Program Awards

Entry Form

THIS REPORTING FORM MUST BE COMPLETED BY EACH COUNCIL AND FORWARDED TO THE STATE COUNCIL.
(A separate reporting form should be completed for each program category.)

CATEGORY (MARK ONE): O Faith O Family O Community Life

COUNCIL INFORMATION:

Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: 350

Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION (complete all sections):

Program Title: Ukraine Clothing Drive Program Date: November 2022
Participation: 20 + 50 = 70 70 % 4 - 280
Members Non Members Total Participants Total Participants Hours Total Volunteer Hours
Program Planning: o & 5 Members Recruited: 0 Donations: $300
Costs Time Local Currency

Describe program in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be submitted along with the nomination.
Accompanying materials can include letters, testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes,
videocassettes, DVD’s, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination.

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program. This section must
be completed.

Our goal for this program was simple — it stemmed from the corporal works of mercy dealing with care
for a person’s bodily needs with food and water standing at the top of the list and clothing comes right
behind as the next need. Council #9053 has provided monetary donations to Ukraine to help with food
and water. Now we wanted to help the humanitarian crisis -- providing clothing. We wanted to make a
difference to help save lives during an aggressor’s senseless war (Continued on Page 3 of 3)

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION

MAIL ORIGINAL TO: State Deputy or State Program Director
COPY TO: Council File

Available in electronic format at www.kofc.org (continued on reverse)
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3b) Whom does this program benefit?

Our primary goal was to benefit the Ukrainian people who have lost so much — their homes, their
belonging, as well as, the troops who are in the fields and trenches defending their country from a
real-time devil. A secondary goal is state-side -- as people able to help and sacrifice during our

traditional Thanksgiving season, we have reaped the internal benefit of knowing that we are doing
Christ’s work — clothing the needy.

3c) What problem or need did this program resolve?

As temperatures drop in Ukraine and living conditions become deadly for Ukrainian people, sending new
thermal clothing provides the difference between life and death for these destitute people — troop and
families alike. It also gives this war-torn country hope knowing that people in other countries care for the
Ukrainian people showing compassionate and empathetic for them during such a senseless war and as
freezing temperatures arrive.

For our clothing drive, we choose to ask people to donate new, unused thermal clothing to eliminate an
unnecessary problem for the Ukrainian people to have to sort through unusable clothing. These people
have enough issues trying to survive so we wanted our ‘alms-giving’ effort to be effective immediately.

3d) Why did the council select this program?

Beginning the Knights of Columbus Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-2022 and continuing in FY 2022-2023,
Council #9053 has held charity fundraisers and donated monetary support to the Ukrainian Relief Fund.
During this timeframe, we have seen the destruction of houses and lack of access to fuel and electricity
in Ukraine. With the winter season approaching, a St. Luke’s parishioner, who immigrated from Ukraine
to the America and who still has family in Ukraine, as well as stateside, suggested collecting new
thermal clothing to send to the Ukrainian people. When Council #9053 heard this idea and having
previously completed several successful joint efforts with St. Luke’s, we knew that together our Council
and St. Luke’s could help families and friends in the cross-hairs of this crisis. We could help save lives
in Ukraine. (Continued on Page 3 of 3)

3e) Describe the success of the program:

This joint effort was a very successful endeavor. In the words of St. Luke’s Religious Education
Coordinator, Kim Zarif,: “The Ukraine drive was so successful-thanks to the KoC/Lady Knights
participation. When we work together, nothing is impossible! “ We collected eight (8) huge boxes of
thermal clothing plus $300 to help to cover the shipping costs. Physically, this shipment of clothing will
help protect the Ukrainian people from the elements. The shipment of clothing began its journey on 23
November 2022, and it arrived in Dnipro (formerly called Dnepropetrovsk) Ukraine on 10 January 2023.

Attest: Signed: Thomas C. Herwig (signed electronically) 1/31/23
State Deputy Grand Knight Date
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State Council Program Awards

Entry Form
CATEGORY: Life
COUNCIL INFORMATION:
Council Number: 9053 Total Council Members: _ 350
Grand Knight: Thomas C. Herwig E-Mail: thomascherwig@gmail.com

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Program Title: Ukraine Clothing Drive

3a) In the space provided below, briefly describe the purpose and goals of this program — Continued

on the Ukrainian country — especially during this country’s winter season by providing winter
clothing and tangible items such as sleeping bags, military blankets, thermals socks, gloves, long
sleeve underwear and pants, hunter suits and hats. Jesus described this merciful work as “naked
and you clothed me” (Matthew 25:36). Nakedness can mean nudity, the complete lack of
clothing, but more often as in Ukraine, it means partial or inadequate clothing.

3d) Why did the council select this program — Continued?

Coupled with knowing that for the Ukrainian people surviving the winter would be difficult and
could become a matter of life or death, we began our joint effort to collect sleeping bags, military
blankets, thermals socks, gloves, long sleeve underwear and pants, hunter suits, and hats. As an
additional incentive, this parishioner told St. Luke’s and our Council that she has a stateside family
member who owns an international shipping business. This relative volunteered to help pay for the
shipping of our donations via his business. This effort quickly became a ‘no brainer’ and came to
fruition.

STSP 2/21 Page 3 of 3



Email Correspondences-Ukrainian Clothing Drive

From: Tom and Karolyn Pergola <aerobicsli@mediacombb.net>
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2022 11:15 AM
To: Kim Zarif <kzarif@StLukeOC.com>

Subject : Ukraine Clothing Drive - Seton Center

Good Morning Kim,

Hope you had a nice Thanksgiving.

How did the Ukraine Drive go? I hope it was successful.

Are you still planning on the Food Drive for the Seton Center? I
didn’t see anything in the bulletin. If you are still planning the drive
for this month, can you please send the details. I will put
something out to the Knights, and we want to put together a bag of
food.

Thanks,

Tom

Be Safe and Stay Healthy,

Smile and Be Happy! ®

Sent from iPhone - T&K Pergola

On Nov 28, 2022, at 12:57 PM, Kim Zarif <kzarif@stlukeoc.com>
wrote:

Hi Tom,

I had a peaceful Thanksgiving-hope the same was for you!

The Ukraine drive was so successful-thanks to the KoC/Lady Knights
participation. When we work together, nothing is impossible!

I attached our Seton Center project. This is absolutely fantastic; the
reverse Advent calendar. For those who are able to participate, it
reminds us to always think of the needy in our community.

I know you all just had a food drive, but this food drive has a
‘spiritual’ side to it!

Thanks again for working with us.

Wishing you a fruitful Advent journey,

Kim

From : Dan Reynolds <daninoc52@yahoo.com> Sun, Jan 15, 2023 12:52 PM
Subject : Re: Contact
To : aerobics1@mediacombb.net
Reply To : Dan Reynolds <daninoc52@yahoo.com>

Hi Tom

Wanted to let you know that the Knights donation is going to help the people in Dnipro
who the russians bombed on Friday. Elena's friend is dropping them off today to a site that
has been set up to give aid.

Thanks again

Dan
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Photo - Shipping Document Ukrainian Clothing Drive
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Photo - Ukrainian Clothing Drive Arrival
Dnipro (formerly called Dnepropetrovsk) Ukraine
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